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South of  Letchworth, the Genesee is wilder , sweeping great arcs across its valley as it has for thousands of  years.  Although often banked by farms, 
there is a surprising amount of  wildlife.  Broad cobble beaches & bars are great for lunch, followed by stone skipping & fossil hunting.  Summer
is fine for paddling, but April and May have higher water levels - more important the farther south you start.  Watch for downed trees on the bends!

GENESEE  RIVER                  SOUTHERN SECTION

  Portageville - Rt 436 bridge    
River mile 87  
N42o  34.29’ W78o 02.41’
Take out on the north side of river, ramp & parking. Last exit 
before Letchworth Park and 3 high waterfalls - 312 ft drop!
DO NOT PROCEED DOWNSTREAM    To see falls, 
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The Genesee south of Wellsville can be run only in high water in the spring. Expect 
downed  trees & frequent portages.   It is accessible off Rt 19 at Stannards, Shongo, 
and even at Genesee, Pa.  PA 449 follows it all the way to Gold, where it is a creek 
wandering down through farmers’ pastures.   
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DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY:  The only runnable whitewater is in 
Letchworth Park.  The southern part occasionally reaches class II, with 
downed trees the only danger.  North of Mt. Morris, the river has hardly 
a riffle, except in downtown Rochester, which is strictly off limits. 
  But at high water levels this powerful river is not for beginners!  

CAMPING:  There is virtually no public camping along the 
entire length of the Genessee.  Best to take day trips of 10 - 20 
miles.  Drive to private campgrounds off-river, if necessary.
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 Wellsville  River miles 136. to 138.8          N42o  07.68’ W77O 57.68’
From Rt 19, turn W on Rt 417, cross river, park in shopping center near river.  South 
of here, the river is concrete channelled through Wellsville, runs over five dams - 
dangerous in high water.  Car portage around the village strongly recommended. 
Annual trout derby last weekend in April - thousands of participants.  Paddle 
elsewhere that weekend.
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 Belmont      River mile 126.7      N42o 13.44’ W 78o 01.87’
From NY Rt 19, (1) park on street near Veterans Park.  Steps W side of river.  
Scout from bridge - check  route through ledges - rocks at low water.
(2) Or cross bridge, turn N - alley at Phillips Creek behind the fire station. 
Return to park next to dam.  N42o 13.56’ W78o 02.00’
Take out - N42o 13.48’ W78o 01.79’   Paddling from Scio, take out on E side.   
Do not use private property on west side.  Stay clear of dam!
  CARS MUST NOT BLOCK FIRE HYDRANT AT WATERS EDGE 
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  Portageville - Whiskey Bridge River mile 88
N42o 33.49 W78o  02.88’
From Rt 436,  S on NY Rt 19A, just past bridge (to Bolton Rd 
& Bailey Rd), left at first dirt road, River Rd,  which skirts a 
farm field and ends at parking & access under the bridge.  
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  Rushford Lake reservoir River mile 109 
Dam outlet flows to river south of Caneadea between Rt 46 
and Rt 49. There is a sandy wash in the river. Park along Rt 
19 south of junction of Rt 49. Carry to creek. 
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  Caneadea      River mile 107     N42o 22.90’ W 78o 09.31’
From NY Rt 19, turn N onto Council Meeting Rd.  Park on 
right before bridge. (East Hill Rd bridge is out)
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  Oramel River mile 111        N 42 21.44’ W78 08.94’
From Rt 19, turn east on Oramel Hill Road.  Dirt road ends at 
river.  Ask permission to park. (Bridge is long gone)
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  Belfast River mile 113.5   N42o 20.32’ W 78o 06.58’ 
From Rt 19, turn east to Rt 26.  Cross bridge, turn south to 
dirt parking lot.  Carry from south end of lot. 
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 near Angelica  River mile 118.5   N42o 17.58’ W78o 03.47’
(a) From Rt 19, park just south of Rt 16 bridge.  Or (b) 
cross river, park south of bridge.  
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  Belvidere    River mile 123    N42o 15.82’ W78o 03.16’
From NY Rt 19, just south of Rt 17 exit 30 (new I-86), 
turn east on Gibson Hill Rd.  Good access & parking west 
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Scio   River mile 132                        N42o 10.26’ 
W77o 59.07’ 
From Rt 19 turn W on Rts 9 & 10. Unload at bridge, park elswhere. Parking is for 

 Stannards - Jack Bridge     River mile 134            N42o 06.04’ W77o 56.37’
5 mi S of Wellsville, turn west on Jack Bridge Rd. Take out here to portage 
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 Shongo          River miles 141.1                  N42o 01.00’ W77o 53.73’
Fishing access & parking at  northeast side of Rt 19 bridge.  
Good access also at Graves Rd bridge 1 mile north, west of Rt. 19.
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 Genesee, Pa.   River mile 150                    N41o 59.6  W77o 52.2’
Small village park at river.  In high water of early spring, may be canoeable.  Portaging 
around fallen trees is likely.   South of this village, the river is not navigable. Source 
springs from Ulysses PA, Gold PA, and Ellisburg PA.
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  Filmore River mile  100      N42o 28.45 W78o 10.06’ 
Rt 19A becomes Rt 19 at Filmore. Go E on Rt 4. Park before 
bridge on high ground.  Beach used for family swimming.  
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