Protecting & Celebrating
Our River

A MESSAGE
FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT
2017 was a watershed year for Genesee RiverWatch!
A bit of background for those who are new friends of Genesee RiverWatch: Our parent organization, the
Center for Environmental Initiatives (CEI) was founded in 1974 and has been a respected part of the
region’s environmental community for 43 years - producing studies on environmental matters and
assembling partnerships to execute projects in a wide variety of “green” areas. In 2013, the board of
directors undertook a strategic analysis designed to increase CEI’s effectiveness by more tightly focusing
its efforts. In this work, we asked three questions:
(1) What are this region’s most pressing environmental needs?
(2) Of these needs, which are best addressed by an organization with CEI’s resources?
(3) In which of these areas does CEI have significant skills?
Early in the process we found that the Genesee River Basin was the only major river system in New York
State without a “riverkeeper” organization dedicated to its welfare. We knew that, though small, CEI
had a long history of water analysis work. Finally, it was clear that driving improvements in water quality
and public commitment to the river would greatly benefit everyone from rural farmers and business
people to Rochester city dwellers.
Genesee RiverWatch was launched in February 2014 at the first ever Genesee River Basin Summit. An
audience of 185 stakeholders, representing 85 organizations, listened to experts who detailed the river’s
problems and joined us to help define the areas most in need of attention.
When we left the Robach Community Center that snowy afternoon, we were excited by the prospects
for this new organization and encouraged by the interest shown by so many river stakeholders. We also
knew that RiverWatch existed only on paper at that point, the task ahead was huge, we had very little
funding, and our workforce was entirely volunteer.
Over the next three years, that volunteer workforce, supported by our many partner organizations and a
growing group of financial sponsors, began to turn that paper dream into a strong organization with very
real accomplishments. In 2017 we completed a record number of activities stretching from Allegany
County to Rochester’s Harbor.

Our grant-funded projects, completed or in progress, total over $490,000. Since 2014, we have hosted
three more Genesee River Basin Summits. Last year’s Genesee River Bash celebratory event attracted
165 attendees, 32 sponsors and 11 exhibitors. We have developed strong relationships with all major
stakeholders in the region, working with many of the over 125 identified organizations on projects and
events. Our educational initiative, the Genesee River Institute, is coming out of the planning stage and is
ready to pilot classes for students and outreach projects for the general public.
The challenges for 2018 and beyond are both daunting and exciting. We must continue the big
streambank restoration projects that will preserve farmland and reduce the 400,000 tons of soil lost
downriver each year. We need to improve the number and quality of access points on the river so that
more people can appreciate the Genesee’s beauty. Developing and holding more “on the water” events
will be essential to building public interest. We must fully implement the Genesee River Institute and
put it on a sound financial footing. We need to continue working with New York State and our local
governments to develop the Genesee as a regional economic asset. And, key to all these tasks, we must
develop local funding support in order to transition from an all-volunteer organization to one that
attracts committed volunteers who are supported by a core professional staff.
We thank the many organizations and individuals who have helped build Genesee RiverWatch over the
past four years through their generous donations of time, skills and money. Without you, RiverWatch
would still be a “good idea on paper”. You have demonstrated that this idea could be turned into a
productive reality. Now is the time to re-commit to this effort and to bring your friends and associates
into the program. After all, the Genesee River belongs to all of us and we all benefit from its welfare.

Mike Haugh
President, Board of Directors

ABOUT US…
MISSION

To champion solutions that improve the water quality
of the Genesee and initiatives that connect people to
the River.

VISION

A healthy and sustainable Genesee River ecosystem that is
an environmental, recreational and economic asset for all
generations.

WE ADVANCE OUR VISION BY:

1. Developing and maintaining regional partnerships

2. Promoting public interest, education and active involvement.

3. Monitoring and publishing water quality information.

4. Developing, funding and executing priority restoration projects.

5. Advocating for appropriate regulation and compliance.

6. Developing a sustainable organization via fundraising and volunteer efforts.

2017 ACCOMPLISTMENTS
Develop and Maintain Regional Partnerships
 Collaborated with Allegany County Soil & Water Conservation District on the Mallards Dairy
streambank restoration project.
 Worked with the City of Rochester to prepare the Lower Genesee River Access Assessment.
 Partnering with City of Rochester/Genesee Brewery to develop the Petten Street access
improvement concept and funding. 2018 construction.
 Participated in St. John Fisher College’s Service Learning classes in Biology, Chemistry, New
York State History and Public Policy using the Genesee as a teaching tool.

Promote Public Interest, Education and Active Involvement
 Produced the 4th Annual Genesee River Basin Summit – “River Access & Recreation
Opportunities”. Ideas developed here are driving improved access, mapping and business
opportunities.
 Presented the annual Genesee River Bash – 165 attendees (+32%), 32 sponsors, and 11
exhibitors.
 Initiated the Genesee River Institute/Aquatic Educators Network. Using a $20K grant from
New York State Pollution Prevention Institute, we assembled a team from multiple
stakeholder organizations to define the Institute and develop K-12 course material. Pilot
classes will be held in the spring of 2018.
 Began publication of quarterly newsletters.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS (CONTINUED)
Monitor and Publish Water Quality Information
 Established and equipped a Citizen Water Quality Monitoring Team consisting of 7
volunteers working across the entire Genesee Watershed.
 Developed the first-ever Genesee River Water Quality Report Card in 2017 for release in
2018.

Develop, Fund and Execute Priority Restoration Projects
 Completed construction on a 900’ streambank restoration project at Mallards Dairy, Belfast,
NY. Planting of 1,500 trees to be done in spring 2018. Funded by a $102K grant from the
Great Lakes Commission and $45K in-kind work by Mallards Dairy.
 Permitting is underway on 1,800’ restoration project at Edelweiss Farms, Filmore, NY.
Construction to begin in summer 2018. Funded by a $250K grant from the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and $34K in-kind work by the land owner.
 Began a study of streambank restoration needs in the Middle Genesee area funded by $25K
from Sea Grant, New York. This work will be finalized in 2018.

Advocate for Appropriate Regulation and Compliance
 Began collection of public data on outflows from regional wastewater treatment plants.
When complete, this can underpin advocacy for a DEC requirement to monitor Total
Phosphorus output, leading to reductions in algae-producing nutrients.

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS (CONTINUED)
Develop a Sustainable Organization Via Fundraising and Volunteer Efforts
 2017 sponsorship continued to be strong with 32 corporations and individuals contributing
between $100 and $2,000 each.
 We updated the Sponsorship Program from “per event” to a full year offering that features
recognition at multiple events and in regular publications.
 To meet the needs of a rapidly-expanding Genesee RiverWatch initiative, we have formed a
Development Committee, advised by experts in non-profit funding. The Committee is
seeking increased support from individuals, corporations and foundations in the Genesee
Region.
 Greater public recognition of Genesee RiverWatch has led to a rapid expansion of our
volunteer program. We now have 12 volunteers working in water quality monitoring,
financial management, marketing support, river access studies and data analysis.

WHAT’S COMING IN 2018?
We Will Execute a Number of Funded Projects, Including:
 Tree planting to finalize the 900’ Mallards Dairy streambank restoration project.
 Completing the construction phase of the 1,800’ Edelweiss Farms streambank project.
 Designing and constructing the Petten Street access facility in partnership with the City of
Rochester.
 Finalizing definition of the Genesee River Institute, holding pilot school classes and doing
public outreach.

We Will Develop and Seek Funding for Future Projects, Including:
 At least one major streambank restoration project for the 2019 season.
 A 10 year strategic plan for streambank projects across the entire Genesee Basin based on
our studies and projects currently underway.
 The next phase of Genesee River Institute development as well as long term funding for K-12
and adult river-based education.
 Additional recreational access opportunities within the City of Rochester, in line with the
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program and ROC the Riverway.

WHAT’S COMING IN 2018? (CONTINUED)
Our Events Will Continue to Be Key to Engaging the Public In the River:
 The 5th annual Genesee River Basin Summit will deal with “Stewardship Through River
Education”, helping to further development of the Genesee River Institute.
 Our Streambank Restoration Workshop will solicit input to the basin-wide strategic
restoration plan noted above.
 We will move this year’s Genesee River Bash to Saturday, September 29 th and will continue
to focus on attracting families to celebrate the river.
 We will hold on-the-water events in concert with the City of Rochester and other
organizations.
Our New Publications Will Be Designed to Inform River Communities:
 We will release the first-ever Genesee River Report Card on water quality.
 We will publish a new recreation and access map covering the entire Genesee, in association
with Allegany County-based Genesee River Wilds.
We Will Develop New and Expanded Funding Sources to Meet the Needs of the Growing
Organization:
 As state and federal grants become available, we will use them to fund major projects, e.g.,
streambank restoration.
 The core Genesee RiverWatch organization will grow through the generosity of local sources,
Including:
o Individual and corporate memberships
o Individual and corporate sponsors
o Local foundations and larger donors

Genesee RiverWatch
Thank you to our hard working part-time staff and the volunteers on our
Board of Directors
Staff
George Thomas – Executive Director
Wayne Howard – Information Manager, GIS Analyst
Kristin Traywick – Project Leader, Watershed Education & Outreach
Lee Loomis – Membership Coordinator

Board of Directors
C. Michael Haugh, President – CMH Consulting
Joseph C. Makarewicz, Ph.D., Vice President – SUNY Brockport Environmental Science, Retired
William Hallahan, Ph.D., Secretary – Nazareth College
Georgiana Prince, Treasurer – Retired
Gerald R. Bertoldo, DVM – Cornell University
Michael L. Boller, Ph.D. – St. John Fisher College
Amy R. Butler – Bausch & Lomb Incorporated
Elaine Enfonde – Nixon Peabody LLP
Mark Gregor – LaBella Associates
Ronald G. Hull, Esq. – Underberg & Kessler LLP
Peter A. Lent – NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Retired
John Noble – Noblehurst Farms, Inc.
Terry Schmitz – Broccolo Tree & Lawncare
S. Ram Shrivastava – Larsen Engineers
F. Drew Smith – County of Monroe Environmental Services, Retired
Anne Spaulding – City of Rochester Department of Environmental Services
Anne S. Stocum – Xerox Corporation, Retired
Michael P. Storonsky – Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
Christy Tyler, Ph.D. – Rochester Institute of Technology
Charles Valeska – Eastman Kodak Company, Retired
Brad VanAuken – BrandForward, Inc.

www.GeneseeRiverWatch.org
700 West Metro Park
Rochester, NY 14623

(585) 233-6086
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GENESEE RIVER FACTS
 The Genesee River flows 157 miles north from its sources near Gold and Ulysses in
Potter County, Pennsylvania; falling 2,064 feet on its travel to Lake Ontario at
Rochester, New York.
 The Genesee Basin drains
approximately 2,500 square
miles in Genesee, Livingston,
Wyoming, Monroe,
Allegany, Steuben, Ontario,
Orleans, and Cattaraugus
counties in New York and
Potter County in
Pennsylvania.
 24 sub-watersheds of the
Genesee contain 5,048 miles
of streams.
 Lakes cover 13,288 acres of
the Basin; the largest being
four Finger Lakes – Conesus,
Hemlock, Canadice and
Honeoye – and the Mt.
Morris Dam impoundment.
 Current land use within the
watershed is approximately
52 percent agricultural, 40
percent forest, 4 percent
urban, 2 percent wetlands or
water, 2 percent other
developed lands.
 The Genesee River has been shaped by its glacial history. The last glacier receded,
around 12,000 years ago, leaving the magnificent gorge and waterfalls at Letchworth
State Park, the stunning waterfalls in the City of Rochester and fertile, but
unconsolidated, agricultural land whose soils erode at a rate of 420,000 tons of
sediment per year.

